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I would like to thank everyone for helping to make 2017 a successful year at Lohman’s 
Amhurst. We are doing well financially and operationally during a time of much change.  
The site looks great, and we continue to do major maintenance projects.  Lohman’s Am-
hurst continues to be a sought-after place to live.  Homes are selling quickly and, for 
well-maintained modernized homes, prices are at close to highest in memory.  Last year 
and this year have witnessed the most changes at Lohman’s as in any year we can re-
member.  We thank you, our owners, for the support during the changes.     
 
Last year we changed how we do accounting and dues collection. We have very clean 
outstanding low receivables with instantaneous reporting.  Of course, we had a mean-
ingful change in management when John Dizon, our long time successful, well liked, and 
appreciated manager retired.  Our new manager, Jim Kraus, has done very well picking 
up our culture, maintaining the property, and completing two major projects: painting 
the buildings and seal coating the parking lots. The parking lots were management in-
tensive, because we could not tolerate any cars in the lots, so 
we embarked on an aggressive communications campaign.  We 
didn’t want to tow cars, but would have had to, if necessary.  
Thanks for the great response. Not a car was left in parking lots, 
when we started the seal coating.  All buildings were painted, 
but we deferred the garage access and front doors and door 
frames to next year.   
 
We began a formal program to remove buckthorn.  Areas of 
focus are around the ponds and other highly visible areas. 
Many of our dedicated community citizens will do most of the 
removal with the Association providing supplies, tools, and 
debris hauling service. We will also evaluate the needed re-
planting activities.   
 
Projects for 2018 are the upper court. Our plan is to divide it 
into two equal pieces with an east-west fence down the cen-
ter.  The south half resurfaced for a dog run and the north 
half resurfaced with asphalt for games such as basketball.  
Other budgeted items are to resurface the nature trails, re-
pair garage stub walls (short wall between overhead garage 
doors), replace pool furniture, and rebuild the fence structure 
on the north side of Cliffton Court on Gettysburg. We will  
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The Annual 
Homeowners Meeting! 

Historically held in 
December, we are 
moving the annual 

meeting to November 
14th in hopes that we 

can have more folks in 
attendance – less 

interference with bad 
weather and hopefully 
more people “in town”. 
Still at Hopkins Center 

for the Arts – all owners 
have received their 

Annual Meeting packet. 

 

Lohman’s Amhurst 

Homeowners’ Association  

ANNUAL MEETING 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 

14TH. 

7:00 PM Registration 

7:30 Meeting 



Page  2 

 

LAHA NEWS 

 

 

 

The financial strength of Lohman’s Amhurst is better now than it has been in quite some time, and I’m happy 
to report that it continues to grow stronger.  We have made significant gains in our ability to pay for our cur-
rent operations and projects, while continuing to fund our reserves.  Keep in mind, however, that we have 
several projects on the horizon that will be very costly, so we need to continue to fund our reserves to avoid 
a special assessment when those projects need to be tackled.  We have experienced very low arrears due to 
the board’s strict policy on late payments. Although we do have people that pay late (and pay the $35 late 
fee), it is rare for a homeowner at Amhurst to be more than 30 days late.  If we do experience this, it is typi-
cally due to changes in the ownership of the home, which usually get resolved within the next month.  I have 
heard from Sharper Management that they are quite impressed with our lack of arrears. It is very uncommon 
for an Association our size to have virtually no arrears! 

We now have over a year of experience using Sharper Management as our accounting company.  Most 
homeowners are very happy with the new payment options and over 80% of our homeowners pay electroni-
cally with recurring payments.  Thank you!!  This makes my role as Treasurer a lot easier! If you haven’t made 
the switch to electronic payment yet and would like to discuss, please give me a call.  I can explain the advan-
tages and disadvantages of the various electronic methods and help you with the paperwork, should you de-
cide to make a change. 

After inspecting the Amhurst buildings, grounds, and amenities, and updating our estimates of when projects 
need to be done and their anticipated cost, the board decided to increase monthly dues $5 (from $270 to 
$275 per month), beginning January 1, 2018.  Amhurst dues have increased about 1.2% over the last 3 years, 
which is less than the rate of inflation. The board believes that it is healthier for our homeowners to have 
small increases over time, rather than a large special assessment because of events beyond our control.  We 
will likely continue to increase dues a small amount each year over time in order to avoid having a large in-
crease in one year, or a special assessment, due to unforeseen circumstances.  

Please review the financial information in the annual meeting packet and feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns.  

If you have questions for the Board, please email them to Jim Kraus, Property Manager, prior to the monthly or 

annual meeting so we can answer them as completely as we can. 

 
Coverage afforded by: Jeffrey Mayhew Agency, American Family Insurance, 763-551-1074 

Policy period:  June 30, 2017-June 30, 2018 

Coverage afforded by: American Family, CNA, Great American and Markel Insurance.  

Coverage:  Property $50,675,050 with Extended Replacement Cost;  

 Deductible $25,000 per occurrence; Liability $2,000,000; Aggregate $4,000,000 and Medical Expense $5,000; 
Sewer backup $300,000 per building; Volunteer Accident $25,000, Directors & Officers $2,000,000; Crime 
$800,000, Umbrella $5,000,000. Wind and hail deductible is 2% of insured building value. 

 

Summary of Insurance Coverage 

TREASURER ’S  A NNUAL  R EPORT  

L INDA  DINGBAUM ,  BO ARD  T REASURER  
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On Saturday September 16, 2017 and Sunday September 17, 2017, 
thirteen residents of Amhurst volunteered their time to help eradi-
cate some of the buckthorn plant inundating our property here at 
Amhurst.  

Maybe you noticed some of this hard work on the east side of the dog court and on the south side of the pool. These sites have not 
been completed yet with plans being made for additional cleanup, landscaping, and 
replanting with native plants by next spring. 

Why is eradicating buckthorn important? The issues with this highly invasive noxious 
weed have been documented well by many organizations and in many locations. For 
example here’s what is posted on the                                                                                         
Minnesota DNR website: 

 Out-competes native plants for nutrients, light, and moisture 

 Degrades wildlife habitat 

 Threatens the future of forests, wetlands, prairies, and other natural habitats 

 Contributes to erosion by shading out other plants that grow on the forest floor 

 Serves as host to other pests, such as crown rust fungus and soybean aphid 

 Forms an impenetrable layer of vegetation.  

 Lacks "natural controls" like insects or disease that would curb its growth 

Participating residents: 

Jim Kraus, John Hemann, Gina Soucheray, Patty Koskovich, Marti Sanville, Judy Hammel 

Jean Spelbrink, Kevin Leighton, Kathy Leighton. Brad Larson, Carolyn Dahl, Robin McDougal   

and Patrick Keane.  Consulting on this project: Cindy and Jimmy. 

Join us  next year to continue this long term project at Amhurst. 

THE  B UCKTHORN  S COURGE  

KEVI N  L EIGHTON  

Regardless of the number of times the Association announces the importance of 

turning off the outside water silcocks, some don’t follow this advice.  Some homes 

have had their silcock replaced with a non freeze type.  If you have this type of 

silcock, there is no need to ‘turn’ your water off, but it sure does not hurt to do so. 

The result of not shutting down this water line is frequently a costly repair due to burst pipes inside the walls of the residence.  Not only will the burst pipe require a 

visit from the plumber, but very likely the water damage to walls and carpet will necessitate painting and carpet maintenance.  The most distressing part of this sad 

tale is that the cost must be borne by the owner.   Follow the steps below to decrease your risk of a burst pipe.  It is rather simple...just follow the next few steps! 

Locate the inside shut-off faucet for your outside (silcocks) faucet.  In most cases, this is located in the furnace enclosure.  In a few homes, this shut-off can be found 

in a closet.  Locate the faucet handle in-line with the outside faucet. Turn this faucet off...turn clockwise. 

Locate the outside faucet. Open the valve... counter-clockwise.  A small amount of water may drip out.  If it continues running, the inside faucet is not completely 

turned off. 

Return to the shut-off valve inside your home.  Locate the small brass cap sticking out at a right angle to the pipe near the shut-off valve.  This is a bleeder valve 

which will allow any remaining water to flow out of the pipe and faucet outside by breaking the vacuum in the line. 

Remove this brass cap.  Do not lose the cap or the small, black rubber gasket inside the cap.  You might consider storing the cap and gasket 

in a small plastic bag taped near this valve.  The rubber gaskets do wear out. Replacement bleeder caps can be obtained at any hardware 

store.   

Go back outside.  Many homes have a brass cylinder screwed on to the outside faucet.  This is a back flow preventer.  This item is the chief 

culprit in pipe freezing as it tends to retain water over the winter months.  Several different varieties exist.  You may find a stem up inside the 

preventer outlet—pull it down and jiggle it until water stops dripping out of the assembly.  This may take a while.  If you need help, call a 

    neighbor (free) or a plumber (costs you $ now but saves you $ later!)   

HOW  TO  T URN  YOUR   

OUTSIDE  W ATER  O FF  
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LAHA NEWS 

power wash and repair concrete block modular walls throughout 
the complex.   
 
Please offer us your input to our 2017 and 2018 projects.  Contact 
our manager, Jim Kraus, with your thoughts.  
 
Because of my health issue, the Board was reconfigured for a part 
of the spring and summer.  A big thank you to Linda Dingbaum, 
who supported the Association during my absence.  Mark Erick-
son, our former Board member and treasurer also stepped in for 
several months to help under the condition that we would replace 
him in late summer.   In August, Mark resigned from the Board 
and Cindy Piche was appointed to the Board to fill the balance of 

his term.  We are delighted that Cindy is running for election at 
the annual meeting to fill the Board position that she has tempo-
rarily held.  
 
Please pay your dues on time, submit insurance renewal certifi-
cates, pick up after your pet, and be courteous and considerate  
of other owners and their guests. Tell Jim Kraus about any needed 
repairs. Call Jim before you put up satellite dishes, plant on com-
mon ground, or change your yard or any part of the exterior of 
the building. And of course, please volunteer when the opportu-
nity arises.   

 
Thank you for your part in making Lohman’s Amhurst a wonderful 
place to live.   

 

(Continued from page 1) 

In any season and under any weather conditions, the following parking policies exist: Vehicles may be towed immediately, without notice, under the following conditions:  

blocking garages, blocking fire lanes at the back of the parking lots, blocking fire hydrants, and parking in the traffic lanes running parallel to the garage doors. WE DO TOW 

AGGRESSIVELY AND AT OWNER’S EXPENSE.  For complete information on the Association’s parking lot policies, please refer to the Resident Guide. 

Parking Lots 

The contractor will make a double plow pass by the garage doors during the snow fall to be completed by 7:00 AM and/or 4:30 PM whenever the accumulation has amounted 

to at least 1 1/2 inches of snow.  The contractor will return after the snow fall has stopped to completely remove snow from the parking lots whenever the accumulation totals 

1 1/2 inches of snow or more.  Final clean-up of previously occupied parking stalls will happen later. 

'Snow Birds', inoperable and unlicensed vehicles will be aggressively towed.  Please move your vehicle immediately to a plowed parking stall.  After a large snow fall - 8  inches 

or more - a sign may be posted at the bulletin boards and at the entrance of the complex notifying you that the parking lots will be closed.  When the parking lots are closed, 

all vehicles will be towed on the day of closure unless removed prior to the time specified.  The foregoing sign will be your only notice.   

After any snow fall, but when the lots are not declared vacated, you MUST move your vehicles to a plowed parking space or a garage within 48 hours of the cessation of 

the snow fall.  Then the contractor can make a second visit and clean up the space you previously occupied.   

If you fail to move your car as outlined above within 48 hours after the snowfall ends, your car may be towed at your expense.  We do and must tow!   

You will not receive notice of pending towing.  Make arrangements with neighbors or friends to move your vehicle if you are unable to do so for whatever reason.  Towing is 

by Frankie’s Towing, 5615 Hwy 169 N, MPLS 55442,  763-595-0321  

Sidewalk Shoveling 

After the snow fall has stopped and when accumulation has totaled 1 1/2 inches or more, the contractor shovels all sidewalks up to your front door but not your patio area.  

When accumulations are between 1 1/2 and 8 inches, the contractor has 12 hours to finish shoveling . When over 8 inches accumulate, the contractor has 24 hours to finish 

shoveling with both time-counts commencing at the cessation of the snow fall. Asphalt nature trails are not shoveled in the winter, so use them at your own risk. 

Slippery or Icy Walking Conditions 

Slippery or icy walking conditions are the responsibility of the individual homeowner and not that of the contractor or the Association.  The Association's governing docu-

ments require that it plow snow but does not require that the Association  remedy slippery conditions.  If you rent your home, your lease must contain a clause which makes 

you subject to the governing documents of the Association and its rules, including its Snow and Ice Removal Policy.   

We understand that we have all chosen to live in Minnesota and thereby have accepted responsibility for our own safety under slippery winter conditions. When you selected 

your home for purchase or rental you were presumed to have considered your physical condition and the climate and any potential winter walking conditions while getting  to 

your car, mail box, garage and the like.  Please exercise caution when walking and driving;  sanding does not guarantee your safety or that of your neighbors.  Salted sand is 

maintained in large drums located in each parking lot. Ice melt is available free of charge from the Association. (see page 6). If you need assistance, call the Association.  If 

this policy creates a problem for you, write to the Association and fully explain your situation. 

(Continued on page 5) 

W INTE R  R EGULAT IONS  AND  PR OCE DURES  
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Q. If I feel that my sidewalk is slippery and needs to be treated should I do it? 

A: YES.  There are sand/salt barrels at each parking lot entrance and ice melt is available for your use. If you are in need of assistance, call 

the Association.   

Q: I travel on business and do not park in a garage.  Might my car be towed from the parking lot when  it snows and I am out of town? 

A:  YES. Leave your keys with someone responsible who will move it. 

Q: I am planning a winter vacation and plan to leave a vehicle outside of the garage.  If it snows when I am gone, might my vehicle be towed 

at my expense? 

A: YES. Again, leave a set of keys with someone responsible who will move your vehicle or keep it in a  

 garage. 

Q:  What if my spouse/child/roommate/guest doesn't see this notice or is unaware of it and violates the policy?  

 What if a new tenant of mine moves in and is not aware of this policy?   

A: Make sure each family member, guest and tenant understands this policy.        

Q: What if I park on the city streets (Gettysburg and Independence) after a snowfall? 

A:  No parking is 8 AM to 5 PM after a 2” or more snowfall on city streets until the city has plowed  

 curb-to- curb. The city does ticket and tow. 

Q: If my vehicle gets stuck in snow or breaks down so that I must leave it in a traffic lane or somewhere else             

where it shouldn't be left, might I be towed? 

A: YES. Leave a note with your name, address, and work and home phone numbers under your windshield wiper so we can locate you.  

Then get help or a tow immediately.   

Q: Will such a note exempt me from towing?   

A: NO.  The note might blow away, or we might not reach you, so get help immediately.  

Q: All designated parking spaces were occupied.  Might I be towed if I park my vehicle where you say I shouldn't.   

A: YES. You may be towed.  You must park your vehicle on the street or in another parking  lot at Amhurst which is not full; we have nine 

lots for your use. 

Q: The snow plows might block me while parked in a legal parking space.  Could I be towed any way? 

A: YES. You have 48 hours to move to a plowed parking stall which is more time than any of the cities around us grant even when a city 

snow plow blocks a street parked vehicle. 

Q: Does the snow removal contractor tow my car? 

A: NO.  Towing is by Frankie’s Towing, 5615 Hwy 169 N, MPLS 55442, 763-595-0321.   

Q: Will the Association attempt to contact me prior to towing? 

A:  NO. The Association does not know which car is yours and the police will not give us the information from your plate  number. How

 ever, if your vehicle is disabled, and you have placed a note on the windshield  with name, phone numbers, etc., we will attempt to reach 

 you (as explained above). 

 

 

 

 
FOR YOUR SAFETY 

Ice melt is available FREE OF CHARGE for         

resident use at the pool shed.  Look for the bin 

marked SALT.  Bring your own container and 

make sure the ice melt is well sealed in your       

container to keep out moisture. 

S NOW  AND  ICE  MANAGE ME NT   FAQ S  
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T HINGS  T O  K N O W  A S  A N  A MHUR ST  RES IDENT  

G INA  SOURC HE RAY ,  B OAR D  S ECR ETARY  

Annual Homeowner’s Insurance Renewed?  Copy the Association, Please! 

Every year you are required to renew your homeowners insurance (also known as HO-6 for townhouse owners).  Just like your car 

insurance, you will get a new certificate at every renewal.  Please be sure to provide the Association with a copy of the new Certifi-

cate – every year!  You may drop it in the labeled drop box at Rockwell Court or mail it to Amhurst Townhouse Association, 3680 

Independence Ave. So., St. Louis Park  55426.  If you have questions on this, please call Linda Dingbaum, Board Treasurer, or ask 

Jim Kraus, Property Manager.  Thank  you! 

Attractive Nuisance Policy 

At the October, 2017 Board meeting, the Board adopted the following policy related to adjustments to common grounds: 

Attractive Nuisances (i.e., tree swings, ice rink on frozen ponds, or as determined by the Board) shall not be allowed on com mon grounds 

and will be immediately removed, and owners/tenants who install such nuisances will be responsible for costs of removal and r estoration. 

 

Questions?  Ask a Board member or Jim Kraus, Property Manager.  Thank you! 

 

Annual Meeting  

 

Annual Homeowners Meeting  

 

November 14 - 7:30 - Hopkins Center for the Arts (Registration begins at 7:00 PM) 

 

Proxy vote is essential if you are unable to attend! 

 

We need to account for at least 25% of homeowners  participating in the Annual Meeting.; in person or by proxy vote. If we do n’t get that, 

we will need to call another meeting at additional expense to the Association.   

 

If you know you can’t attend, please complete the proxy located on the back page of the packet you received.   

 

Mail to the Association at 3680 Independence Ave. So., St. Louis Park 55426. 

 

OR  deposit  in the drop box at the Rockwell Court  
 

OR give it to a neighbor who is attending. 

 

OR give to any Board member or Jim Kraus.  

 

OR call any Board member or Jim Kraus and we will come and get it.   

 

Questions?  Call any of the Board members or start with Jim at 952-933-9747. 

 

Come to the meeting.  If you can’t, please provide your proxy.  We hope to see you at our annual meeting.  

(Continued on page 7) 

LAHA NEWS 
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UTILITY ROOM FLOOR DRAIN  

Make sure this drain works.  Homeowners have had plumbing leaks with 

water heaters or  softeners with subsequent flooding  occurring in their 

home because the floor drain was not  functioning.  

 

 

 

Weekly Updates to be posted on Website (www.amhurst.org) 

Visit Amhurst.org each and every Monday to see what’s going on at Amhurst in the week/s to come!  Reminders about garbage and  recy-

cling, projects that we control (not CenterPoint or Century link), other news of interest.  When you have a question, look at  the website 

and/or Resident’s Guide first.  Then, call Jim Kraus or a Board Member.  Thanks!  

 

Wood Stack (not Woodstock!) 

If you have a wood burning fireplace and you buy wood to stack in your patio area, please be 

aware of two things that were relayed via the City of St. Louis Park Fire Marshal.  

Wood must be stacked six inches off the ground – the main reason for this is to dissuade 

“critters” from taking up residence in the woodpile close to your home (and that of others). 

For safety issues, we recommend you do not stack wood directly in front of your patio door.  

You want to make sure you have options to leave the home in an emergency. Besides, if the 

critters are “living there”, they will all come in every time you open the patio door to get 

wood!  Thanks. 

 

No Short Term Rentals 

There have been rumblings about getting in on the Super Bowl rental fever.  Be aware that Lohman’s Amhurst Homeowners Associa tion 

Governing Documents specifically state, “Residential Units shall be used by Owners and occupants and their guests exclusively  as private, 

single family residential Dwellings, and not for transient, hotel, commercial, business nor other non-residential purposes.” (Section 7.3)  

And then, “no Residential Unit or Garage Unit may be leased for a term of less than six months…” (Section 7.5(iii)  

Enjoy the game – whoever plays in it!  Thanks! 

  
 
 

ontinued from page 6) 

HAVE QUESTIONS OR ISSUES? 

Don’t delay.  Call your Association Property Manger, Jim Kraus, or any 

board member for assistance.  They are always very willing to offer you  

assistance or answers. 

THANKS FOR ANOTHER GREAT AND 

SAFE POOL SEASON. 

FYI:  THE POOL WILL OPEN IN 

ROUGHLY 5 1/2 MONTHS! 
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www.amhurst.org 

2017 

Board of Directors 

John Rousseau, President 

#50 Rockwell 

612-802-2687  

Linda Dingbaum, Treasurer 

#31 White Oak 

952-933-0466 

lmdingbaum@gmail.com 

John Hemann, Vice President 

#40  Blackwood 

651-324-5613 

jhemann64@gmail.com 

Cindy Piche` 

 Vice President 

#31 Somerset 

507-271-7726 

cindypiche@yahoo.com 

Gina Soucheray, Secretary  

#32 Blackwood 

651-270-3763 

ginsouch@msn.com 

 

3680 Independence Avenue S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426-3761 

Phone: 952.933.9747 

E-mail: jkraus@amhurst.org 

Web site: www.amhurst.org 

Jim Kraus, Property Manager. 

Published Spring and Fall. 

 

Don’t Be Locked Out!  It will be expensive.  And it happens 

often to our residents. Some of you might ask why is this 

information constantly being reprinted in our newsletters? 

Well, because residents continue to get locked out of their 

garages without their emergency key available.  So….here 

it is again!  This is the way you get 

into your garage (if you don’t have a 

walkthrough) when your electric 

opener fails to work, the power goes 

out,  you lose your transmitter or 

the batteries fail, etc!  When any of 

the above occur, just unlock the 

mechanism, pull the cable hard to release the arm that 

connects the motor to the door.  All garage doors had new 

releases installed when the new doors were installed (Fall 

2005/Spring 2006).   

Make sure you have the key to this emergency release, 

you know how to operate it and the mechanism works.  

Locate the keys and test it now!       

Another garage door emergency release note: 

How does the 'crimp’ in the door panels happen?  When 

one does not relock the emergency release described 

above and the emergency release lock gets caught in 

 

G ARAGE  D OOR  101  

 

 

REDUCE FIRE RISK AT  

AMHURST FOR YOU AND YOUR NEIGHBORS! 

Have your dryer vent cleaned as well as your appliances inspected periodically.   

If you use your fireplace, make sure your chimney is free of creosote buildup.  

LAHA NEWS 

mailto:jdizon@amhurst.org
http://www.amhurst.org/

