
 

 

Dear fellow homeowners and residents: 

The Lohman’s Amhurst Homeowners’ Association Board of Directors is de-

lighted to report that 2014 was another successful year for our association.  

We accomplished a lot, but the following are some highlights of the year: 

 We replaced the very shabby 1200 foot creosote railroad tie retain-

ing wall on the east side of our development along Gettysburg 

Avenue with an attractive, almost zero maintenance bolder wall. 

We received much positive feedback on this very major project, 

and it looks great. 

 The development’s appearance remained outstanding, and we con-

tinue to maintain and invest in our appearance, redoing areas 

around the gazebo, the north end of Park Lane, and parts of the 

west property line.  We also invested in much needed tree trim-

ming, miscellaneous concrete and asphalt work, and new bus shel-

ter glass.  In addition, the pool heater was replaced. 

 While managing these expenditures, we were still able to increase 

our cash reserves by about $30, 000. 

 We had another successful, well-attended SummerFest and cre-

ated the Amhurst neighborhood on the social media ”Nextdoor”.  

The participation on Nextdoor has been better than expected, and 

we currently have 113 Amhurst residents and owners registered on 

our site. 

 Administratively, we created an activity planning calendar, redes-

igned the budget to better reflect our activities, and pursued an 

expanded bidding process. 

Of course, we also had some challenges.  Most nota-

bly, we experienced another episode of ice dams and 

the corresponding roof leaks, plumbing water leaks of 

association common underground piping, and matur-

ing landscaping.  The ice dam problem can only be 

solved by the individual owners investing in sealing air 

leaks from the living space to the attics and insulating 

the attics. The plumbing issue is due to the aging of 

the piping system, but we can mitigate some of the 

impacts simply because we are more experienced now 

after having dealt with several of these leaks.  Loh-

man’s Amhurst has wonderful extensive landscaping, 

but it can overwhelm our budget.  We are trying to 

(Continued on page 8) 

Lohman's Amhurst Homeowners' Association, St. Louis Park, Minnesota            FALL 2014 

     INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Inventory Your Home 2 

Little Free Library  2 

Let Your Voice Be Heard 3 

You Can’t Tell Me That! 4 

Annual Treasurer’s Report 6 

Water Off For The Winter 7 

Next Door Connects Us 8 

SLP Top 100 Places To Live 9 

Winter Regs 10 

Snow and Ice FAQs 11 

Ice Melt Available 13 

Board Advisory Panel 13 

LAHA NEWS 
AMHURST, A VILLAGE IN THE CITY 

BOARD  REPORT  

JOHN ROUSSEAU,  BOARD VICE PRESIDENT  

Annual Membership Meeting 

Tuesday, December 9th, 7 PM 

Hopkins Center for The Arts 

1111 Mainstreet 

Registration begins at 7:00 PM 

2015 Dues $265.00 

‘Please attend the 
annual meeting on 
December 9.  
However, if you are 
unable to attend, 
please give your 
proxy to a friend or 
neighbor who will be 
attending.’ 
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HOME  INVENTORY  

RUTH LEVINE,  EDINA REALTY  

Our fall weather has arrived in all its glory.  As we begin to 

think about having more time inside our homes, we might 

consider doing some of those chores we have been putting off 

while we were outside enjoying summer days. 

One thing that we might put on our list of “to do” items is a 

home inventory.  All of us no doubt have a 

homeowners insurance policy to cover our pos-

sessions.  How long has it been since we up-

dated our inventory?  This is no small chore as 

it takes time, but in the event of a catastrophe 

it would be well worth it.  This can be a written 

inventory that records all the home improve-

ments, i.e., new carpeting, new flooring, new kitchen or any 

other updates.  It can also be a video or photographic record.  

These can be stored in a safe place, such as a bank safety 

box.  They can be stored on line as well.  In our world of 

technology, there are many options.  Check with your insur-

ance agent to see if they have an app for this. 

So take advantage of the winter hours that you 

will be spending inside and protect yourself in 

case of a loss.  Should there be a disaster, you 

will have recorded what your insurance company 

would need to process your claim and you will 

have peace of mind knowing that your inventory 

is accurate. 

Lohman’s Amhurst will soon have a Little Free Library in our neighborhood! 

Take a book, return a book! 

Little Free Library is a free book exchange for our community.  How it works is simple: 

- We initially stock the LFL with a variety of quality books in good condition that    

we hope will interest our neighbors 

- You stop by and take whatever intrigues you 

- You return and bring books to contribute  

- LFL books are always a gift to lend – never for sale! 

The Little Free Library movement has rapidly grown. You can see these little book houses throughout the Twin Cities. 

Libraries have been installed and shared around the country. 

The Little Free Library’s mission is to: 

- Promote literacy and the love of reading  

- Build a sense of community as we share our best “reads” 

It will be installed near the mail box cluster where we drop off our dues at the Rockwell Court. 

You will be able to reach it by car and park in the Rockwell lot, or, when walking your pets, or on a bicycle ride. 

I will be acting as the original steward of the Amhurst Little Free Library, but will be asking for neighbors to share 

the duties of keeping the Library well stocked and maintained. Simple tasks – and children and youths are encour-

aged to participate in this volunteer community activity. 

Have fun and happy reading ! 

L ITTLE  FREE  L IBRARY  

CAROL CHAFFEE,  BOARD SECRETARY  
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Maple Plain, MN 55359  952-473-7166   www.timbercreeklandscape.net 

 

“BUILDING  

YOUR  

OUTDOOR  

VISIONS” 

 

We’ve got an annual meeting coming up; Tuesday, Decem-
ber 9th with an election for a new board member and 
even if you’re unable to attend the membership meeting 
and election, you can still vote by proxy.  

A proxy is the written authorization that allows one person 
to appoint another (the proxy holder) to vote on his or her 
behalf. State law and the association’s governing docu-
ments specify that the association can use proxy voting. 

Why would you use a proxy? Maybe you’re traveling dur-
ing the election or have other obligations that prevent you 
from attending the meeting, but you still want your voice 
to be heard.  

If you’re interested in using a proxy, ask the association 
manager or a board member for a proxy form or retrieve it 
from the soon to be mailed Annual Meeting packet or find 
it at www.amhurst.org. 

 Cite the name and address of the individual you’re ap-
pointing to cast your vote. Then list your name, address 
and telephone number, and sign and date the form.  

The association can only accept one proxy form per home/
owner so be sure to fill out your form accurately. By only 
accepting one official form, the association doesn’t need 
to check each proxy to determine if it's legally sufficient. It 
also eliminates any potential problems if the vote is close. 

Just be aware that by assigning your proxy to another per-
son, you’ve authorized the proxy holder to vote for you as 
he or she sees fit. The proxy holder is responsible for vot-
ing or abstaining from a vote.  

Essentially, a proxy is an act of trust—the proxy giver must 
trust the judgment of the proxy holder. The proxy giver 
may think the proxy holder will vote for a certain candi-
date or issue, but the proxy holder isn’t legally bound by 
that assumption unless it’s written on the proxy form. 

LET  YOUR  VOICE  BE  HEARD  
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 Welcome to Wall Trends 
Wall Trends offers a full line of services for your 
business or home. 

What project is next on your list? 

 

Painting (Interior & Exterior) 

Woodwork Finishing (Staining, Enameling & Clear Finishing) 

Wallpaper Stripping & Installation 

Specialty Effects (Faux & Texture Finishes) 

Drywall Repair 

Color Consultation 

Four-Step Garage Floor Epoxy Finishes 

Deck Refinishing 
 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR  

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

In a nutshell: the association declaration and state law. 

 
Community associations have a governmental component. Like a city or 

county government, a community association has a charter—called the 
declaration. The declaration encompasses bylaws, covenants and other 
documents that give community associations their legal foundation. 

 
These governing documents obligate the association to preserve and pro-

tect the assets of the community. To enable the board to meet this obliga-
tion, association governing documents also empower the board to make 
rules and define the process for adopting and enforcing them—within limits. Governing documents 

also establish parameters for the nature and type of rules the board can make.  
 

State law gives associations the authority to make rules. These are called common interest com-
munity statutes, and they apply to condominiums, cooperatives, and property owners associa-
tions. 

 
Remember, however, that the board can’t make or enforce any rule that is contrary to the gov-

erning documents, local ordinances, state law or federal regulations. Remember also that the 
board make rules on your behalf—to protect your investment, your home. 

WHAT  G IVES  THE  ASSOCIATION  R IGHT  TO  TELL  ME  WHAT  TO  DO?  
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HELLO AMHURST RESIDENTS 

My name is Carl Hein. I am a franchise 
owner/operator of Dryer Vent Wizard 

(DVW), Dry Clothes, Safe Homes, a home 
service franchise based in Farmington  

Minnesota, since 2007.  

 
Dryer Vent Wizard specializes in dryer 
fire prevention and "urgent response" 

dryer and vent maintenance, repair,   

replacement and alterations.  

DVW services keep dryers functioning 

properly, prevent dryer fires and reduce 

energy costs.  

Dryer Vent Wizard of  

St. Paul, Minnesota 

651-792-5626 

19456 Ellington Trail 
 Farmington, MN 55024  

651-792-5626 

twincitiesdryerguy.com 

chein@dryerventwizard.com 

 

http://www.twincitiesdryerguy.com
http://www.twincitiesdryerguy.com
http://www.twincitiesdryerguy.com
http://www.twincitiesdryerguy.com
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2014 TREASURER ’S  REPORT  

MARK  E RICKSON ,  BOARD  T REASURER  

The Board met for the October meeting and voted to increase the 2015 monthly dues by $5 to 

$265 per month which is a less than 2% increase.  There were several factors going into in-
creasing the dues including the increase in water costs (10%) and sewer (5%) which is set by 

the city of St. Louis Park, an increase of 10% to 20% for our insurance (due to claims we filed 
and what our broker is hearing), and inflation (which is higher than 2%). There are also the un-
known costs such as water pipe breaks both inside and outside of the homes, effects of the 

winter weather, and spring rains. Overall we are trying to make sure we can meet our financial 
goals as stated below. 

 
Since I have been treasurer, I have emphasized saving money each 
year and as a group we have worked to meet that goal. This will in-

crease our reserve fund which is becoming increasingly important in 
selling a home and reducing the risk of an assessment. Realtors are 

very interested in the reserve plan and reserve amount set aside for the 
plan. For 2015 we want to continue that thought process and still main-
tain the property. The 2015 budget will be available in the annual meet-

ing packet and I encourage you to look at it and ask questions at the 
meeting or by contacting me. 

 
For 2014 our budget changed dramatically from what was presented at the annual meeting to 

the actual costs. The reason is that we received an excellent bid to do the east wall with boul-
der and the board decided it was too good to pass up. The lowest bid that I remember was in 
the $250,000 range (and as high as $500,000) and we secured a bid for about $221,000. The 

wall was deteriorating each year and if a part of it collapsed our concern was that cost under 
those circumstances versus replacing it with the bid we had at hand.  I think the wall looks 

great and it is nice to get it off our plate.  The rest of the year revolved around keeping the 
property maintained. We have projects on going and it is difficult to predict the effects of winter 
in November and December but we believe we will increase our cash position at year end. 

 
Our Association is a member of Community Associations Institute (CAI) which offers seminars 

and materials for association managers, management companies, and board members. During 
the seminars the participants have the opportunity to share ideas with other associations and 
meet vendors. Both John Dizon and John Rousseau attend their seminars. CAI publishes a Best 

Practices Report for financial operations (report #4) which I am proud to say are practices that 
we have been doing for many years.  We maintain a reserve fund and a reserve plan, keep two 

months of operating cash available (we keep about 4 months), the monthly bank reconciliation 
is reviewed by the board, two signatures are required for check signing, we disclose documents 
for the annual meeting, have an assessment policy for delinquent dues payments, use a bidding 

process for jobs over a certain value, and more. We will continue to work on improving our fi-
nancial practices and watch out for the financial interest of the homeowners while maintaining 

the property. 
 

‘’We will continue 

to work on 
improving our 
financial practices 

and watch out for 
the financial 

interest of the 
homeowners while 
maintaining the 

property.” 



 

 

Regardless of the number of times the Association announces the importance of turning off the outside water silcocks, some 

don’t follow this advice.  Some homes have had their silcock replaced with a non freeze type.  If you have this 

type of silcock, there is no need to ‘turn’ your water off, but it sure does not hurt to do so.  

The result of not shutting down this water line is frequently a costly repair due to burst pipes inside the walls of the 

residence.  Not only will the burst pipe require a visit from the plumber, but very likely the water damage to walls and 

carpet will necessitate painting and carpet maintenance.  The most distressing part of this sad tale is that the cost must be  

borne by the owner.   Follow the steps below to decrease your risk of a burst pipe.  It is rather simple...just follow the next 

few steps! 

Locate the inside shut-off faucet for your outside (silcocks) faucet.  In most cases, this is located in the furnace 

enclosure.  In a few homes, this shut-off can be found in a closet.  Locate the faucet handle in-line with the outside faucet. 

Turn this faucet off...turn clock wise. 

Locate the outside faucet. Open the valve... counter-clockwise.  A small amount of water 

may drip out.  If it continues running, the inside faucet is not completely turned off. 

Return to the shut-off valve inside your home.  Locate the small brass cap sticking out 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Brass 

Cap 

SHUT  OUTSIDE  WATER  OFF  
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Today, there's a new social network that has been successfully rolling out nationwide to help 
bridge the distance between folks who couldn't be physically closer: neighbors. Fittingly, it's 

called Nextdoor. It's designed to help neighbors connect and communicate online about impor-
tant information, services, and goings-on in their specific communities. Being neighborly has 
somehow gotten lost in the digital era. Nextdoor is working to reverse that. 

 
On July 3, 2014 Amhurst launched Nextdoor and in just a matter 

of a few weeks we had approximately 113 Amhurst residents 
sign up. We had residents posted anything from recommenda-
tions for carpet cleaners to a lost cat that did find its way home. 

Nextdoor is designed to be a problem-solving site. Besides track-
ing crime and safety issues, neighbors can create groups geared 

to interests, exchange recommendations for plumbers and elec-
tricians, display photos of lost pets, pose questions and post 

events. 
 
Nextdoor is connecting people who very often don’t know each other, even though they live in 

close proximity. The fascinating thing about Nextdoor is there’s this latent desire to connect 
with people around you. If you haven’t signed up, check it out at www.nextdoor.com 

RUTH  GRODAHL  

Nextdoor: A Social Network for Connecting With Neighbors, Reinvents Neighborhood Watch 

find a balance between cost, and manicured versus 

natural low maintenance areas. 

In 2015, we expect to spend less in order to build 
up our reserves to paint all buildings and sealcoat 
parking lots in the next few years.  Nonetheless, we 
will redo landscaping in our most visible areas, 
which are the 36th street entrance and the land-
scaped area outside the pool along Independence 
Avenue, where the globe sculpture is located.  We 
will also redo landscaping in some areas of Am-
hurst’s perimeter and may replace our aging foun-
tains. Obviously, we will continue to maintain the 
property to the current standard.   

The Board would like to thank everyone for their 
efforts to make Lohman’s Amhurst a great place to 
call home. Thanks to everyone for paying dues 
timely, which helps keep our past due Association 
fees at a minimal level. As in the past, we will con-
tinue to be very aggressive with the few owners 

who pay late.   Please continue to help keep our 
neighborhood beautiful by picking up any debris 
you see during your walks and reporting any main-
tenance issues or safety hazards.  Also, thank you 
for your volunteer landscaping efforts to create 
great yards and nearby common areas.  Amhurst is 
a pet friendly neighborhood, but please remember 
to clean up after your pet.  Special thanks to Brad 
Larson, our board member who resigned this year, 
and to Rita Brooks who is serving the remainder of 
Brad’s term.  Thanks to Mark Sprung, for his volun-
teer landscaping efforts on the north side of Park 
Lane, to Dave Bros, for maintaining the pool, and 
to John Dizon, our association Manager, for the at-
tention, care, and nurturing of our neighborhood.  
Although we don’t have space to thank everyone 
personally, we deeply appreciate the work of every 
volunteer.   

Please attend the annual meeting on December 9.  
However, if you are unable to attend, please give 
your proxy to a friend or neighbor who will be at-
tending. 

(Continued from page 1) 

https://nextdoor.com/
http://www.nextdoor.com
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We can never emphasize enough the importance of making sure your garage door 

emergency key is available to you and not inside your garage or car.    

Make sure you know how to operate this release.   

St. Louis Park is one of the Top 100 Best Places to Live, according to editors at Livability.com. 

 

In honoring St. Louis Park with the award, the editors recognized the 2,700 businesses operating in St. 

Louis Park, including Park Nicollet Health Services, and the award-winning St. Louis Park School District – 

where all of its schools are recognized as Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence by the U.S. Department of 

Education. 

 

Livability.com evaluated the following aspects of each community: amenities, demographics, economy, 

education, health care, housing, social and civic capital, and transportation. Editors reviewed data from 

more than 2,000 communities across the country, and St. Louis Park ranked 27th out of 100 cities and 

joins Rochester as the only other Minnesota community receiving honors. Rochester ranked second 

among all cities behind list leader Madison, Wisconsin. 

 

St. Louis Park Mayor Jeff Jacobs welcomed the recognition. 

 

“St. Louis Park has a tremendous history of partnerships among organizations both public and private 

that work together in all of the areas Livability.com took into account for this ranking,” he said. “So we 

really appreciate being recognized on a national stage for our efforts in these areas.” 

 

Jacobs also credited the neighborhood connectedness in St. Louis Park. “We have a tremendous network 

of 35 neighborhoods, many of which are organized and filled with active and engaged residents,” he said. 

“These residents expect that we remain and thrive as a livable community.” 

 

St. Louis Park hopes the new honor is the beginning of 

a long run as one of the Top 100 Best Places to Live. 

St. Louis Park also holds the designation as a five-time 

winner as one of the 100 Best Places for Young People 

by America’s Promise Alliance. 

 

For more information, visit http://livability.com/best-

places/top-100/2015.  

       Reprinted from the City of St Louis Park Website,  

       www.stlouispark.org 

ST   LOUIS  PARK  C HOSEN  ONE  OF  TOP  100 BEST  PLACES  T O  L IVE  

 

http://livability.com/best-places/top-100/2015
http://livability.com/best-places/top-100/2015
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In any season and under any weather conditions, the fol-

lowing parking policies exist: Vehicles may be towed 

immediately, without notice, under the following 

conditions:  blocking garages, blocking fire lanes at 

the back of the parking lots, blocking fire hydrants, 

and parking in the traffic lanes running parallel to 

the garage doors. WE DO TOW AGGRESSIVELY AND 

AT OWNER’S EXPENSE.  For complete information on 

the Association’s parking lot policies, please refer to the 

Resident Guide. 

Parking Lots 

The contractor will make a double 

plow pass by the garage doors dur-

ing the snow fall to be completed 

by 7:00 AM and/or 4:30 PM when-

ever the accumulation has 

amounted to at least 1 1/2 inches 

of snow.  The contractor will return 

after the snow fall has stopped to 

completely remove snow from the 

parking lots whenever the accumulation totals 1 1/2 

inches of snow or more.  Final clean-up of previously oc-

cupied parking stalls will happen later. 

'Snow Birds', inoperable and unlicensed vehicles, will be 

aggressively towed.  Please move your vehicle immedi-

ately to a plowed parking stall.  After a large snow fall - 8  

inches or more - a sign may be posted at the bulletin 

boards and at the entrance of the complex notifying you 

that the parking lots will be closed.  When the parking lots 

are closed, all vehicles will be towed on the day of closure 

unless removed prior to the time specified.  The foregoing 

sign will be your only notice.  After any snow fall, but 

when the lots are not declared vacated, you MUST 

move your vehicles to a plowed parking space or a 

garage within 48 hours of the cessation of the snow 

fall. Then the contractor can make a second visit and 

clean up the space you previously occupied.   

 

If you fail to move your car as outlined 

above within 48 hours after the snowfall 

ends, your car may be towed at your ex-

pense.  We do and must tow!  You will not 

receive notice of pending towing.  Make arrangements 

with neighbors or friends to move your vehicle if you are 

unable to do so for whatever reason.  Towing by Frankie’s 

Towing, 5615 Hwy 169 N, MPLS 55442, 763-595-0321  

Sidewalk Shoveling 

After the snow fall has stopped and when accumulation 

has totaled 1 1/2 inches or more, the contractor shovels 

all sidewalks up to your front door but not your patio 

area.  When accumulations are between 1 1/2 and 8 

inches, the contractor has 12 hours to finish shovel-

ing . When over 8 inches accumulate, the contractor has 

24 hours to finish shoveling with both time-counts 

commencing at the cessation of the snow fall. Asphalt 

nature trails are not shoveled in the winter so use them at 

your own risk. 

Slippery or Icy Walking Conditions 

Slippery or icy walking conditions are the responsi-

bility of the individual homeowner and not that of 

the contractor or the Association.  The Association's 

governing documents require that it plow snow but does 

not require that the Association  remedy slippery condi-

tions.  If you rent your home, your lease must contain a 

clause which makes you subject to the governing docu-

ments of the Association and its rules, including its Snow 

and Ice Removal Policy.   

We understand that we have all chosen to  live in Minne-

sota and thereby have accepted responsibility for our own 

safety under slippery winter conditions. When you selected 

your home for purchase or rental you were presumed to 

have considered your physical condition and the climate 

and any potential winter walking conditions while getting  

to your car, mail box, garage and the like.  Please exercise 

caution when walking and driving;  sanding does not guar-

antee your safety or that of your neighbors.  Salted sand 

is maintained in large drums located in each parking 

lot. Ice melt is available free of charge from the As-

sociation. (see page 13)  If you need assistance, call the 

Association.  If this policy creates a problem for you, write 

to the Association and fully explain your situation. 

W INTER  REGULATIONS  &  PROCEDURES  

A tow and storage 

can cost hundreds 

of dollars.   

Don’t make a costly 

mistake! 

‘Best bet to do?  

Clean off your car 

and move to a 

clean stall shortly 

after each snow 

fall.’   
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SNOW  AND  ICE  MANAGEMENT   FAQS  

Q: If I feel that my sidewalk is slippery and needs to be treated should I do it? 

A: YES.  There are sand/salt barrels at each parking lot entrance and ice melt is available for your use. If you 

are in need of assistance, call the Association.   

Q: I travel on business and do not park in a garage.  Might my car be towed from the parking lot when  it 

snows and I am out of town? 

A:  YES. Leave your keys with someone responsible who will move it. 

Q: I am planning a winter vacation and plan to leave a vehicle outside of the garage.  If it snows when I am 

gone, might my vehicle be towed at my expense? 

A: YES. Again, leave a set of keys with someone responsible who will move your vehicle or keep in garage. 

Q:  What if my spouse/child/roommate/guest doesn't see this notice or is unaware of it and violates the policy?  

 What if a new tenant of mine moves in and is not aware of this policy?   

A: Make sure each family member, guest and tenant understands this policy.        

Q: What if I park on the city streets (Gettysburg and Independence) after a snowfall? 

A: No parking 8 AM to 5 PM after a 2” or more snowfall on city streets until the city has plowed curb-to-curb. 

The city does ticket and tow. 

Q: If my vehicle gets stuck in snow or breaks down so that I must leave it in a traffic lane or somewhere else 

where it shouldn't be left, might I be towed? 

A: YES. Leave a note with your name, address, and work and home phone numbers under your windshield 

wiper so we can locate you.  Then get help or a tow immediately.   

Q: Will such a note exempt me from towing?   

A: NO.  The note might blow away, or we might not reach you, so get help immediately.  

Q: All designated parking spaces were occupied.  Might I be towed if I park my vehicle where you say I 

shouldn't.   

A: YES. You may be towed.  You must park your vehicle on the street or in another parking  lot at Amhurst 

which is not full; we have nine lots for your use. 

Q: The snow plows might block me while parked in a legal parking space.  Could I be towed any way? 

A: YES. You have 48 hours to move to a plowed parking stall which is more time than any of the cities around 

us grant even when a city snow plow blocks a street parked vehicle. 

Q: Does the snow removal contractor tow my car? 

A: NO.  Towing by Frankie’s Towing, 5615 Hwy 169 N, MPLS 55442, 763-595-0321.   

Q: Will the Association attempt to contact me prior to towing? 

A: NO. The Association does not know which car is yours and the police will not give us the information from 

 your plate  number. However, if your vehicle is disabled, and you have placed a note on the windshield 

 with name, phone numbers, etc., we will attempt to reach you (as explained above). 
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Advertise Your Business In LAHA News! 
 

Residents: Submit your business card for FREE advertising in your Association’s Newsletter.  Are you a freelancer, insurance 

agent or realtor, sell Tupperware, want to do handy man work?  Here is a great opportunity to promote your business.              

Your business card will be reprinted in future newsletters, depending on space availability.   

For larger space ads, (and non-residents): 

 Business Card: $ 15.00  (Free to Residents )  1/4 page:  $  35.00   

  1/2 page:  $  50.00    Full Page:  $  70.00   

  Back Cover: $  85.00    Contact John for further information. 

For the past number of years, the Association has provided residents with an ice melt product that they can obtain, FREE 

OF CHARGE, to assist with slippery conditions during the winter months. 

The ‘refill’ barrel is located at the pool shed garage door.  Feel free to fill up your shaker that many of you have from previ-

ous years.  If you do not have a shaker, you may purchase an ice melt shaker from hardware stores, auto service stations, 

etc for just a few dollars.  When it is empty, replenish your stock at the pool shed.   

Make sure you keep the ice melt dry.  Do not keep it in a container that cannot be well sealed.   When applying the ice 

melt, more is not better.  Once the ice melts, it helps to shovel the slush away not allowing it to refreeze. 

Sand is available in each parking lot at the mailbox structures. 

 

Please notify the Association if a sand barrel or the salt barrel is empty.  Thanks. 

ICE  MELT  AVAILABLE  THIS  W INTER  

The board of directors recently established a Board Advisory Panel.  This panel is designed to be a train-

ing ground for homeowners that are interested in being on Amhurst’s board of directors and to create a 

pool of potential future board members that are up-to-speed in the event that a current board member 

decides to resign before the end of his or her term.  It allows homeowners to get to know the board 

members, the Association Manager, and the issues and to assist with any projects they may be inter-

ested in.  It also allows the board members and the Association Manager to get to know the homeowners 

and determine if they have the qualifications to be a good board member.  Members of the Board Advi-

sory Panel are expected to attend monthly and annual meetings, participate in projects, and contribute 

to our community using his or her experience and unique skills/talents. 

The following are the requirements to be a member of Amhurst’s Board Advisory 

Panel: 

 You must be a current Amhurst homeowner, 

 You must attend a minimum of 3 monthly board meetings, 

 You must express a desire to become a member of the Board of Direc-

tors, and 

 You must be voted onto the Panel by a majority of the current members 

of Amhurst’s board of directors. 

INTRODUCING  AMHURST ’S  NEW  BOARD  ADVISORY  PANEL  

L INDA  D INGBAUM ,  BOARD  PRESIDENT  
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From the little things: 

Clean and/or replace ceiling fans 

Clean and/or replace light fixtures 

Replace/clean faucet aerators 

Replace faucets 

Add and/or replace garbage disposal 

Support, via ceiling brace, sagging upper kitchen cabinet 

Check attic for insulation on trap door 

Lube and adjust garage door 

Lube, adjust and/or replace garage door opener 

Check door and window integrity (weather stripping, broken glass, 
etc.) 

Check smoke and CO2 detectors 

To the big things: 

Finish carpentry 

Cabinet installation 

Garage door installation and service 

Door and window replacement 

Appliance installation and removal 

Custom home wiring 

References From Amhurst Residents Gladly Available! 
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I specialize in marketing homes… 

Premier Staging Designs brings a fresh perspective to each property going on the market by focusing on 

the potential buyer. I closely monitor buyer-trends, return on investments, and local markets. 

You like where you live, but want to love it… 

I work closely with my clients to create an environment 

that is a reflection of their needs—whether it is a single 

room or an entire home. I’ll provide design solutions for 

all aspects of your project.  

 

My Services Include: 

 Home Staging Services 

 Interior Redesign 

 Color Consultation 

 Professional Organizing 

 Home Downsizing 

 New Home Setup                                                        

Certified Professional Home Stager 

Member of RESA 

Premier Staging Designs, LLC 

Ruth Grodahl  

Email: ruth@premierstagingdesigns.com 

Phone: 952-484-7410 

Website: www.premierstagingdesigns.com 

at a right angle to the pipe near the shut-off valve.  This is a bleeder valve which will allow any remaining water to flow out 

of the pipe and faucet outside by breaking the vacuum in the line. 

Remove this brass cap.  Do not lose the cap or the small, black rubber gasket inside the cap.  You might consider storing 

the cap and gasket in a small plastic bag taped near this valve.  The rubber gaskets do wear out. Replacement bleeder caps 

can be obtained at any hardware store.   

Go back outside.  Many homes have a brass cylinder screwed on to the outside faucet.  This is a back flow preventer.  This 

item is the chief culprit in pipe freezing as it tends to retain water over the winter months.  Several different varieties exist.  

You may find a stem up inside the preventer outlet—pull it down and jiggle it until water stops dripping out of the assembly.  

This may take a while.  That’s it until Spring!  (JOD) 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Linda Dingbaum, President 

#31 White Oak 

952-933-0466 

lmdingbaum@gmail.com 

John Rousseau, Vice President 

#50 Rockwell 

612-802-2687  

jrousseau2000@aol.com 

Rita Brooks, Vice President 

#103 Park Lane 

612-701-2490 

rbrooks@bellbanks.com 

Carol Chaffee, Secretary  

#10 Amhurst 

952-238-0759 

carol@chaffeelighting.com 

Mark Erickson, Treasurer 

#53 White Oak 

612-239-6397    

millarco@aol.com 
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3680 Independence Avenue S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426-3761 

Phone: 952.933.9747 

Fax: 952.988.0824 

E-mail: jdizon@amhurst.org 

Web site: www.amhurst.org 

John O. Dizon, Association 

Manager & LAHA NEWS editor 

Published Spring and Fall. 
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